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Southland College Prep Charter High School’s new cafeteria was full of expectant parents and their children Thursday night, as the 
school held its second enrollment lottery.

The tension was palpable because much was at stake — a coveted spot in a school where demand greatly exceeds availability.

There were 272 applicants, and 130 of those were chosen Thursday night, with another 30 placed on a waiting list. Southland College 
Prep has an enrollment cap of 500, with 121 in its inaugural freshman class this school year.

Before the lottery drawing began, Sachen Emery, a potential student, was upbeat but nervous.

“I can’t even say what it would mean to me to be admitted,” she said.

When asked what she would do if she weren’t chosen, “I don’t know what I’d do. I don’t even want to think about it.”

After opening remarks by the school’s chief executive, Blondean Davis, a lawyer read through the rules. As the ping pong balls were 
pulled, there was much cheering and great sighs of relief with each number called.

One future Southland student, Paris Dewberry, jumped in her seat, turned to her father and gave him a bear hug.

“I’m excited because I’ll know I’ll receive a great education here,” she said.

Grace Antwi was celebrating for both of her sons. Her eighth grader was chosen for a seat in the Class of 2015, and because of the 
school’s belief in keeping siblings together, her younger son also will be able to enroll.

“I’m so, so excited,” Antwi said. “My eldest son went to Rich South for a year before I decided to send him to a private school in Hinsdale. 
I’ll save all that money, and my sons will still be getting a top-notch education. And it’s closer.”

Amid the celebration, there also was much quiet disappointment. One mother who wished to remain anonymous said she was distraught 
and was considering sending her son to live with his grandmother to get an equivalent education.

The students and faculty of Southland College Prep on April 4 relocated to their new home in a former office building on Sauk Trail in 
Richton Park. The building offers 85,000 square feet of space spread over three floors and is equipped with the latest in technology.

Rich Township High School District 227 has filed a lawsuit to try to close the charter school, contending that it will divert much-needed 
funding for District 227 and ultimately bankrupt the school district.

Caption: Lucky numbers: Jordan Williams, 14, of Matteson, drops his numbered ball into the lottery machine Thursday night in hopes of 
hearing his name called for enrollment at Southland College Prep Charter High School in Richton Park. | Photos by Brett Roseman ~ Sun-
Times Media Brett Roseman Happy night: Erica Smith, of Matteson, reacts as the name of her daughter, Courtney Parker, is called 
Thursday night. Brett Roseman
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